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Introducing the Theme

Clusters

Preface

Set a purpose and 
introduce the Essential 
Question of the book.  

Prologue

Stimulate conversation and 
set the tone by connecting 

a strong visual image with a 
thematically relevant quotation.  

Four clusters of historical and 
contemporary selections are used 

for close reading and analysis.

Creating Context

Use a combination of text 
and graphics to create a 

framework for learning and 
assessing prior knowledge. 

Cluster Questions & 
Critical Thinking Skills

The selections are 
grouped around a 

cluster question and 
critical thinking skill. 

Responding  
to the Cluster

Discussion questions 
at the end of the 
cluster address 

multiple selections, 
encouraging students 

to compare and 
synthesize. 

Writing Activity

Each of the first three 
clusters ends with a 
writing activity that 

integrates the cluster 
question with the 

cluster thinking skill. 

The Final Cluster

Intended for student 
independent practice, 

synthesis, and 
application. Students 
respond to the book’s 

Essential Question 
by synthesizing ideas 
from the selections in 

the book.


